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respectful friends of Degas, wishing for an explanation, asked
him his opinion. With his kindly, fatherly smile he, so young,
recited to them the fable of 'The Dog and the Wolf.1 'You see,
Gauguin is the wolf/ " Elsewhere he added: "The dancers of
Degas are not women* They are machines in movement with
graceful and prodigious lines of balance, arranged like a hat
from the rue de la Paix with the same lovely artificiality*
. * . Degas is one of the race of masters who, having only to
stoop to pick up palms, honours, fortune, has refused
without asperity or jealousy. He walks so simply through the
crowd!"
Gauguin was never under the illusion that he was a painter of
the first rank, although in one letter to Mette, written ten
years before, he had found it politic and flattering to agree
with her suggestion that he was a great artist, a suggestion
that she had for so long withheld from him, and that he then
found as a reason for having endured the privation and
suffering which he had been forced to undergo, "I have never
known," he wrote, "how to make a drawing properly, how to
wield a tortillon and a ball of bread* I always feel that some-
thing is missing: colour. When I have before me the face of a
Tahitian girl, the white paper bothers me/'
In a short manuscript which he had written in the previous
September and entitled hs Racontars d'un Rapin, he had set
out his general views on his art and particular views on
the work of certain of his contemporaries* For contemporary
criticism he had no respect; it appeared to him as a well-
organised system of censure, destructive and not constructive
as in the days when criticism was pure comment, intended to
inform the public, before it had become the vehicle for
leisurely dogmatism. The Director of the Beaux-Arts, the
school inspectors, the critics, seemed to him to be primarily
gens it lettres, while the directors and keepers of museums were
primarily politicians*
Gauguin believed that the knowledge of how to draw did not
mean that the artist knew how to draw well. The winners